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The Canons are books without boundaries. 

Some are classics already, the rest will be soon. 
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MYTHS  
3 A SHORT HISTORY OF MYTH Karen Armstrong 
 THE PENELOPIAD Margaret Atwood 
 RAGNAROK A. S. Byatt 
4 LIONõS HONEY David Grossman 
 THE GODDESS CHRONICLE Natsuo Kirino  
 DREAM ANGUS Alexander McCall Smith 
5 THE GOOD MAN JESUS AND THE SCOUNDREL CHRIST Philip Pullman  
 GIRL MEETS BOY Ali Smith  
 WEIGHT Jeanette Winterson 
 
FICTION  
6  THE DEATH OF BUNNY MUNRO Nick Cave  
 BUDDHA DA Anne Donovan  
 THE CRIMSON PETAL AND THE WHITE Michel Faber  
7 SOME RAIN MUST FALL & OTHER STORIES Michel Faber  
 UNDER THE SKIN Michel Faber  
 LANARK Alasdair Gray 
8 1982, JANINE Alasdair Gray 
 UNLIKELY STORIES, MOSTLY Alasdair Gray 
 LUDMILLA AND MCGROTTY Alasdair Gray  
9  THE FALL OF KELVIN WALKER Alasdair Gray  

THE SECRET RIVER Kate Grenville  
 THE LIEUTENANT Kate Grenville  
10 THE RAW SHARK TEXTS Steven Hall    
  THE CONE -GATHERERS Robin Jenkins 
 THE CHANGELING Robin Jenkins  
11 DOCHERTY William McIlvanney  
 THE PEOPLEõS ACT OF LOVE James Meek 
 A TALE FOR THE TIME BEING Ruth Ozeki  
12 ONE MOONLIT NIGHT Caradog Prichard  
  THE WEATHERHOUSE Nan Shepherd  
 THE MINOTAUR TAKES A CIGARETTE BREAK Steven Sherrill 
13 ITS COLOURS THEY ARE FINE Alan Spence  
  THE END OF MR. Y  Scarlett Thomas  
 THE PEOPLE OF THE SEA David Thomson  
 
NON -FICTION   
14  THE PATTERN IN THE CARPET  Margaret Drabble 

MAUVE Simon Garfield  
 ON FORGIVENESS Richard Holloway  
15  DOUBTS AND LOVES Richard Holloway 
 LOOKING IN THE DISTANCE Richard Holloway  
 LEAVING ALEXANDRIA Richard Holloway  
16 THE GIFT Lewis Hyde  
  THE TRIP TO ECHO SPRING Olivia Laing  
 TO THE RIVER Olivia Laing  
17 THE OUTRUN Am y Liptrot  
 ISLAND ON THE EDGE OF THE WORLD Charles Maclean  
 NEITHER WOLF NOR DOG Kent Nerburn  
18 THE LAST HOLIDAY Gil Scott -Heron 
  NOW AND THEN Gil Scott -Heron  
 THE LIVING MOUNTAIN Nan Shepherd  
19 GOLD FROM THE STONE Lemn Sissay  
 PIMP Iceberg Slim  
 MI SADVENTURES Sylvia Smith  
20  HOPE IN THE DARK Rebecca Solnit  
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As long as we have been human, we have been mythmakers. In A Short 
History of Myth, Karen Armstrong holds up the mirror of mythology to 
show us the history of ourselves, and embarks on a journey that begins at a 
Neanderthal graveside and ends buried in the heart of the modern novel. 
Surprising, powerful and profound, A Short History of Myth examines the 
world's most ancient art form - the making and telling of stories - and why 
we still need it. 

Publication date: August 2018 
Extent: 176 pages 
Rights held: World 
Rights sold: Australia (Text), Azerbaijan (The European Azerbaijan 
Society), Canada (Knpof), Canada - French (Editions du Boreal), China 
(Chongqing Publishing Group). France (Flammarion), Korea 
(Munhakdonge), Spain (Siruela), US (Grove/Atlantic) 

Penelope. Immortalised in legend and myth as the devoted wife of the 
glorious Odysseus, silently weaving and unpicking and weaving again as 
she waits for her husband's return. Now, Penelope's slyly brilliant side of 
the story, she wanders the underworld, spinning a different kind of thread: 
her own side of the story - a tale of lust, greed and murder. 

Publication date: April 2018 
Extent: 224 pages  
Rights held: World 
Rights sold: Australia (Text), Belarus (Logvino), Brazil (Rocco), Canada 
(Knpof), Canada - French (Editions du Boreal), China (Chongqing 
Publishing Group). France (Flammarion), Italy (Ponte alle Grazie), 
Portugal (20|20 Editora), Russia (Gayatri), Spain (Salamandra), Taiwan 
(Locus), Turkey (Alfa), US (Grove/Atlantic) 
 
 

As the bombs rain down in WW2, one young girl is evacuated to the 
English countryside. Struggling to make sense of her new wartime life, she 
is given a copy of a book of ancient Norse myths and her inner and outer 
worlds are transformed. Linguistically stunning and imaginatively 
abundant, Byattõs mesmerising tale ð inspired by the myth of Ragnarok ð 
is a landmark piece of storytelling from one of the world's truly great 
writers. 

Publication date: June 2019 
Extent: 192 pages  
Rights held: World 
Rights sold: Australia (Text), Canada (Knpof), China (Chongqing 
Publishing Group). France (Flammarion), India (Penguin Books), Italy 
(Einaudi), Japan (Kadokawa Shoten), Portugal (20|20 Editora), Russia 
(Gayatri), Turkey (Ithaki), US (Grove/Atlantic) 
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In exhilarating and lucid prose, Grossman gives us a provocative new 
take on the story of Samson: his battle with the lion, the three hundred 
burning foxes, the women he bedded, the one he loved and who 
betrayed him and the destruction of the temple. It reveals the journey of 
a lonely and tortured soul, whose search for a true home echoes our 
own private struggles. 

Publication date: August 2018 
Extent: 192 pages 
Rights held: World 
Rights sold: Canada (Knpof), Korea (Munhakdonge), Portugal (20|20 
Editora), Russia (Ripol), Taiwan (Locus), Turkey (Alfa), US 
(Grove/Atlantic) 

The powerful retelling of the Celtic myth of Angus, god of dreams, 
Dream Angus comes to you at night and bestows dreams. Just the 
sight of him may be enough to make you lose your heart, for he is also 
the god of love, youth and beauty. In this mesmerising retelling of the 
Celtic myth, Alexander McCall Smith unites dream and reality, leaving 
us to wonder: what is life but the pursuit of dreams? 

Publication date: June 2019 
Extent: 192 pages 
Rights held: World 
Rights sold: Canada (Knpof), China (Chongqing Publishing Group), 
Korea (Munhakdonge), Turkey (Alfa), US (Grove/Atlantic) 

On an island in the shape of a teardrop live two sisters. One is 
admired far and wide, the other lives in her shadow. One is the 
Oracle, the other is destined for the Underworld. But what will 
happen when she returns to the island? A fantastical retelling of the 
Japanese myth of Izanami and Izanagi, The Goddess Chronicle is a 
fantastical tour de force about ferocious love and bitter revenge. 

Publication date: August 2021 
Extent: 320 pages 
Rights held: World excl. Japan (Kadokawa Shoten) 
Rights sold: China (Chongqing Publishing Group), Korea 
(Munhakdonge), Taiwan (Locus), US (Grove/Atlantic) 
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' 

If I vanished he wouldn't notice, if I died he wouldn't care. I think of him 
all the time, and he thinks of me not at all. I love him, and my love 
torments me. There are times when I feel like a ghost beside him; as if he 
alone is real, and I'm just a daydream.' This is the story of two brothers. 
One is impassioned and one reserved. One is destined to go down in 
history and the other to be forgotten. In Pullman's hands, this sacred tale 
is reborn as one of the most enchanting, thrilling and visionary stories of 
recent years. 

Publication date: September 2017 
Extent: 272 pages 
Rights held: World 
Rights sold: Australia (Text), Brazil (Companhia das Letras, Canada 
(Knopf), Croatia (Naklada Uliks), Finland (Tammi), France (Gallimard), 
India ð Malayalam (DC Books), Korea (Munhakdonge), Spain (Penguin 
Random House), US (Grove/Atlantic) 

Girl meets boy. It's a story as old as time. But what happens when an 
old story meets a brand new set of circumstances? Ali Smith's remix of 
Ovid's most joyful metamorphosis is a story about the kind of fluidity 
that can't be bottled and sold. It is about girls and boys, girls and girls, 
love and transformation, a story of puns and doubles, reversals and 
revelations. Funny and fresh, poetic and political, here is a tale of 
change for the modern world. 

Publication date: August 2018 
Extent: 176 pages 
Rights held: World 
Rights sold: Australia (Text), Canada (Knopf), India (Penguin Books), 
Korea (Munhakdonge), Portugueses (20|20 Editora), Russia (Gayatri), 
Sweden (Atlas), US (Grove/Atlantic) 

Condemned to shoulder the world forever by the gods he dared 
defy, freedom seems unattainable to Atlas. But then he receives an 
unexpected visit from Heracles, the one man strong enough to share 
the burden. Jeanette Winterson's strikingly original and profound 
retelling of the myth of Atlas and Heracles asks difficult and eternal 
questions about the nature of choice and coercion. Visionary and 
inventive, Weight turns the familiar on its head to show us ourselves 
in a new light. 

Publication date: June 2018 
Extent: 176 pages 
Rights held: World 
Rights sold: Canada (Knopf), China (Chongqing Publishing 
Group), Korea (Munhakgonge), Taiwan (Locus Publishing), Turkey 
(Sel Yayincilik), US (Grove/Atlantic) 


