
Canongate 
F ICT ION CANONS



Suicide Blonde
DARCEY STE INKE

The intensely-erotic feminist cult classic. Introduced by 
Maggie Nelson

Jesse is a twenty-nine-year-old adrift in San Francisco’s demi-
monde of sexually ambiguous, drug-taking outsiders, 
desperately trying to sustain a connection with her bisexual 
boyfriend. She becomes caretaker and confidante to Madame 
Pig, a grotesque, besotted recluse. Jesse also meets Madison – 
Pig’s daughter or lover or both – who uses others’ desires for 
her own purposes, and who leads Jesse into a world beyond all 
boundaries.

As startling, original and vital as it was when first published, 
Suicide Blonde is an intensely erotic story of one young woman’s 
sexual and psychological odyssey, and a modern cult classic.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Darcey Steinke is the author of five novels including Sister Golden Hair, Jesus 
Saves, Up Through the Water and Milk, and a memoir Easter Everywhere. Her books 
have been translated into ten languages. darceysteinke.com

RELEASE DATE: 17 JANUARY 2019
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The Garden of Evening Mists
TAN TWAN ENG

Tan Twan Eng’s rich, absorbing, internationally 
bestselling, Man Booker-shortlisted epic

THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

SHORTLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE

WINNER OF THE MAN ASIAN LITERARY PRIZE
WINNER OF THE WALTER SCOTT PRIZE

Teoh Yun Ling was seventeen years old when she first heard 
about Aritomo and the garden. But a war would come to 
Malaya, and a decade pass before she would travel to see him. A 
man of extraordinary skill and reputation, Aritomo was once 
the gardener for the Emperor of Japan, and now Yun Ling 
needs him. She needs him to help her build a memorial to her 
beloved sister, killed at the hands of the Japanese. She wants to 
learn everything Aritomo can teach her, and do her sister 
proud, but to do so she must also begin a journey into her own 
past, a past inextricably linked with the secrets of her troubled 
country.

A story of art, war, love and memory, The Garden of Evening Mists
captures a dark moment in history with richness, power and 
incredible beauty.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Tan Twan Eng was born in Penang, Malaysia. His debut novel The Gift of Rain
was longlisted for the Man Booker Prize in 2007 and has been widely 
translated. The Garden of Evening Mists won the Man Asian Literary Prize 2012 
and the 2013 Walter Scott Prize for historical fiction and was shortlisted 
for the Man Booker Prize 2012 and the 2014 International IMPAC Dublin 
Literary Award. He divides his time between Kuala Lumpur and Cape 
Town.tantwaneng.com

RELEASE DATE: 17 JANUARY 2019
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1982, Janine
ALASDAIR  GRAY

The unforgettable, challenging and experimental second 
novel from the author of Lanark. Introduced by Will Self

Jock McLeish, failed husband, lover and businessman is alone 
in a hotel room, drinking whisky, fantasising about sex and 
contemplating suicide. As he tries to distance himself from 
reality, his lonely, alcohol-fuelled fantasies are interrupted by a 
flood of memories, reminding him of his own shortcomings.

An unforgettably imaginative book, deeply experimental in its 
form and charged with a dark humour, 1982, Janine is a searing 
portrait of male need and inadequacy. Gray’s exploration of 
politics, religion, powerlessness and pornography has lost none 
of its power to shock and entertain.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Born in 1934, Alasdair Gray graduated in design and mural painting from 
the Glasgow School of Art. Since 1981, when Lanark was published by 
Canongate, he has written, designed and illustrated seven novels, several 
books of short stories, a collection of his stage, radio and TV plays and a 
book of his visual art, A Life in Pictures. In his own words, ‘Alasdair Gray is a 
fat, spectacled, balding, old Glaswegian pedestrian who has mainly lived by 
writing and designing books, most of them fiction.’

RELEASE DATE: 7 FEBRUARY 2019
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A Tale for the Time Being
RUTH OZEKI

Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, this is a timeless 
and compassionate novel about what it means to be 
human

In the wake of the 2011 tsunami, Ruth discovers a Hello Kitty 
lunchbox washed up on the shore of her beach home in British 
Columbia. Within it lies a diary that expresses the hopes, 
heartbreak and dreams of a young girl desperate for someone to 
understand her. Each turn of the page pulls Ruth deeper into 
the mystery of Nao’s life, and forever changes her in a way 
neither could foresee.

Weaving across continents and decades, A Tale for the Time Being is 
an extraordinary novel about our shared humanity and the 
search for home.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Ruth Ozeki is an award-winning novelist and filmmaker. Her third novel, 
A Tale for the Time Being won the 2013 Independent Booksellers Book Award 
and the Kitchies Red Tentacle Award, and was shortlisted for the Man 
Booker Prize 2013 and the National Book Critics Award for Fiction. She is 
also the author of My Year of Meats and All Over Creation. Ozeki was born and 
raised in Connecticut, by an American father and Japanese mother. In 
June 2010 she was ordained as a Zen Buddhist priest. She divides her time 
between British Columbia and New York.ruthozeki.com | @ozekiland

RELEASE DATE: 7 MARCH 2019
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The Discovery Of Slowness
STEN NADOLNY

Nadolny’s internationally bestselling masterpiece, a 
gripping historical novel based on the life of Arctic 
explorer Sir John Franklin

Nadolny’s masterpiece, The Discovery of Slowness tells the incredible 
story of Sir John Franklin, a sailor and explorer who battled 
the frozen Arctic wastes and paved the way for the discovery of 
the Northwest Passage. Ridiculed for his slowness in his youth, 
Franklin’s quiet calm later helps him to become an icon of 
adventure.

A classic of contemporary German literature, The Discovery of 
Slowness is not only a riveting account of a remarkable life but 
also a profound and thought-provoking meditation on time.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Sten Nadolny is the author of four novels and two collections of essays. 
The Discovery of Slowness (1983) is regarded as his masterpiece. It has been 
translated into all major languages and has sold over one million copies 
worldwide, and was nominated for the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize. He 
lives in Berlin.

RELEASE DATE: 23 MAY 2019

Canons

P A P E R B A C K
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Stone Junction
An Alchemical Pot-Boiler
J IM DODGE

Jim Dodge’s unforgettable outlaw epic. Introduced by 
Thomas Pynchon

When Daniel’s mother dies, he is brought under the protection 
of the AMO: the Alliance of Magicians and Outlaws. It is an 
introduction to a world of revenge, revolution and mind-
bending chemicals, where anarchists, alchemists and high-stake 
gamblers co-exist. It is a place in which magic and murder are 
the norm.So begins an extraordinary quest for knowledge and 
understanding in this unforgettable outlaw classic.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Jim Dodge is the author of three novels, including Fup and Not Fade Away, 
and a collection of poetry and short prose, Rain on the River. He lived for 
many years on an isolated ranch in western Sonoma County and has been 
by turns an apple picker, a carpet layer, a teacher, a professional gambler, a 
shepherd for five years, a woodcutter and an environmental restorer.RELEASE DATE: 23 MAY 2019
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Dream Angus
The Celtic God of Dreams
ALEXANDER MCCALL  SMITH

The powerful retelling of the Celtic myth of Angus, god of 
dreams, from the number one Sunday Times bestselling 
author

Dream Angus comes to you at night and bestows dreams. Just 
the sight of him may be enough to make you lose your heart, 
for he is also the god of love, youth and beauty.In this 
mesmerising retelling of the Celtic myth, Alexander McCall 
Smith unites dream and reality, leaving us to wonder: what is 
life but the pursuit of dreams?

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Alexander McCall Smith is the author of over fifty books, including the 
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series of novels and several collections of 
short stories, including The Girl Who Married a Lion and Heavenly Date and Other 
Flirtations. Many of his books have become bestsellers throughout the world 
and he has received numerous awards for his writing, including the British 
Book Awards Author of the Year Award in 2004 and a CBE for Services to 
Literature in 2007. He lives in Scotland.

RELEASE DATE: 6 JUNE 2019
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Ragnarok
the End of the Gods
A.S .  BYATT

An odyssey of childhood, mythology and the imagination 
from the Booker Prize-winning author of Possession and 
The Children’s Book

As the bombs rain down in the Second World War, one young 
girl is evacuated to the English countryside. Struggling to make 
sense of her new wartime life, she is given a copy of a book of 
ancient Norse myths and her inner and outer worlds are 
transformed. Linguistically stunning and imaginatively 
abundant, Byatt’s mesmerising tale - inspired by the myth of 
Ragnarok - is a landmark piece of storytelling from one of the 
world’s truly great writers.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
A.S. Byatt is renowned internationally for her novels and short stories, 
including the Booker Prize-winning Possession, The Biographer’s Tale and the 
Man Booker-shortlisted The Children’s Book. A distinguished critic as well as a 
writer of fiction, she was appointed CBE in 1990 and DBE in 1999.

RELEASE DATE: 6 JUNE 2019

Canons Reissue

P A P E R B A C K
9781786894526
£9.99
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Misadventures
SYLVIA SMITH

The extraordinary memoir of an ordinary woman’s life
Misadventures is a unique ensemble of mishaps and anecdotes revealing the ups and downs of one woman’s 
life in twentieth-century London. Sylvia Smith’s deadpan patter belies the startling complexities, humour and 
darkness at the heart of this remarkable memoir.

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
Born in East London to working-class parents as the Second World War 
was drawing to a close, Sylvia Smith ducked out of a career in hairdressing 
at the last minute to begin a life of office work. A driving licence and a 
school swimming certificate are her only qualifications, although she is also 
quite good at dressmaking. Misadventures is her first book. She died on 23 
February 2013.

RELEASE DATE: 6 JUNE 2019
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The People's Act Of Love
JAMES MEEK

The international bestseller; longlisted for the Man 
Booker Prize and winner of the Ondaatje Prize

1919, Siberia.Deep in the unforgiving landscape a town lies 
under military rule, awaiting the remorseless assault of 
Bolsheviks along the Trans-Siberian railway. One night a 
stranger, Samarin, appears from the woods with a tale of escape 
from an Arctic prison, insisting a cannibal is on his trail. Only 
Anna, a beautiful young widow, trusts his story. When a local 
shaman is found dead, suspicion and terror engulf the isolated 
community, which harbours a secret of its own …

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R
James Meek was born in London in 1962 and grew up in Dundee. His 
novel The People’s Act of Love won the Royal Society of Literature Ondaatje 
Prize, the SAC Book of the Year Award, was longlisted for the Man Booker 
Prize and has been published in more than thirty countries. His latest 
novel The Heart Broke In was shortlisted for the Costa Book Award 2012 and 
his novel We Are Now Beginning our Descent won the Prince Maurice Prize. He is 
the author of two other novels, a book of non-fiction and two collections 
of short stories. His journalism has won a number of British and 
international awards. He lives in London.

RELEASE DATE: 6 JUNE 2019
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SALES & DISTRIBUTION CONTACTS
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

UK Sales Manager
Sam Brown
07980 712110
samb@faber.co.uk

Key Account Manager
Kim Lund
07980 712111
kiml@faber.co.uk

Scotland and North East England
John McColgan
07595 214384
John.mccolgan@faber.co.uk

Central & North London
Jeremy Wood
07966 058496
Jeremyw@faber.co.uk

North West England
Sue Jackson
07980 712102
Sue.jackson@faber.co.uk

North & Central Wales
Richard Fortey
07792 456837
Richard.fortey@faber.co.uk

South West England
Richard Evans
07957 354631
richarde@faber.co.uk

Surrey and South London
Kellie Balseiro
07790 757833
kellieb@faber.co.uk

South Wales & South West England
Mel Tyrrell
07824 085033
Melanie.tyrrell@faber.co.uk

Kent, Essex and East London
Lindsay Powell
07815 693591
lindsayp@faber.co.uk

East Sussex
Luke Crabb
07841 800561
Luke.crabb@faber.co.uk

I R E L A N D

Repforce Ireland Ltd.
7 Seapoint Terrace
Irishtown, Dublin 4
T. +353 1 634 9924
info@repforce.ie

T R A D E  O R D E R S  &  A U T H O R I Z E D  
R E T U R N S

The Book Service Ltd (TBS)
Frating Green, Colchester,
Essex CO7 7DW
Phone +44 (0)1206 256 060
www.thebookservice.co.uk

Grantham Book Services (GBS)
Trent Road
Grantham
Lincolnshire
NG31 7XQ
Tel. +44 (0)1476 541000

C A N O N G A T E  H E A D  O F F I C E

Edinburgh
0131 557 5111
London 
0207 467 0840

Neal Price
Sales Director
neal.price@canongate.co.uk

Jane Pike
Key Account Manager
Jane.Pike@canongate.co.uk

Steph Scott
International Sales Manager
Steph.Scott@canongate.co.uk

Joanna Lord
Online Key Accounts Executive
Joanna.lord@canongate.co.uk

Jen Wallace
Sales Operations Manager
Jen.Wallace@canongate.co.uk

Charlotte Brady
Sales Support Assistant
Charlotte.Brady@canongate.co.uk

Anna Frame
Head of Publicity
Anna.frame@canongate.co.uk

Becca Nice
Press Officer
Becca.nice@canongate.co.uk

Jamie Norman
Campaigns Assistant
Jamie.Norman@canongate.co.uk

Canongate Fiction Canons 12

mailto:samb@faber.co.uk
mailto:kiml@faber.co.uk
mailto:John.mccolgan@faber.co.uk
mailto:Jeremyw@faber.co.uk
mailto:Sue.jackson@faber.co.uk
mailto:Richard.fortey@faber.co.uk
mailto:richarde@faber.co.uk
mailto:kellieb@faber.co.uk
mailto:Melanie.tyrrell@faber.co.uk
mailto:lindsayp@faber.co.uk
mailto:Luke.crabb@faber.co.uk
mailto:info@repforce.ie
http://www.thebookservice.co.uk
mailto:neal.price@canongate.co.uk
mailto:Jane.Pike@canongate.co.uk
mailto:Steph.Scott@canongate.co.uk
mailto:Joanna.lord@canongate.co.uk
mailto:Jen.Wallace@canongate.co.uk
mailto:Charlotte.Brady@canongate.co.uk
mailto:Anna.frame@canongate.co.uk
mailto:Becca.nice@canongate.co.uk
mailto:Jamie.Norman@canongate.co.uk


I N D I A ,  B A N G L A D E S H ,  N E P A L

Manoj Satti
Penguin Random House India
7th Floor Infinity Tower
DLF Cyber City, Phase III
Gurgaon 122002
Haryana, India
T. +91 (124) 4785600
msatti@randomhouse.co.in

F A R  E A S T  ( E X C .  M O N G O L I A ,  M Y A N M A R  &  
V I E T N A M )

Julian Ashton
Ashton International Marketing Services
T. +44 (0)1732 746 093
F. +44 (0)1732 746 096
jashton@ashtoninternational.com

F A R  E A S T  ( M O N G O L I A ,  M Y A N M A R  &  V I E T N A M )

Julie Atkins
Raptor Book Services
T. +44 (0)7949 834809
julie.atkins@raptorbookservices.co.uk

U S A

Publishers Group West
1700 Fourth Street,
Berkeley
California 94710
Phone 510-809-3700
info@pgw.com

C A N A D A

Publishers Group Canada
300-76 Stafford St.
Toronto, Ontario
Canada, M6J 2S1
Phone: 416-934-9900
info@pgcbooks.ca

L A T I N  A M E R I C A  &  C A R I B B E A N

James Papworth
Publishers’ Consultancy and Sales Representation
Itsabook
20 Monro Drive,
Guildford GU2 9PS,
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 7802848778
papworthjames@gmail.com

S O U T H E R N  E U R O P E  ( G E R M A N Y ,  
F R A N C E ,  A U S T R I A )

Arjumand Siddiqui
Faber and Faber Limited
Bloomsbury House
74-77 Great Russell Street
London WC1B 3DA
T: +44 (0) 0207 465 7575
arjumand.s@faber.co.uk

C E N T R A L  &  E A S T E R N  E U R O P E

Cristian Juncu
Str. Floarea-Soarelui, nr. 45
Complex Rezidential SUNFLOWER
Vila 8, VOLUNTARI
Jud. ILFOV, ROMANIA 077190
T. 004-0720.454.800
cristian@j4.ro

T H E  N E T H E R L A N D S ,  T H E  
M I D D L E  E A S T  &  T U R K E Y ,  S R I  
L A N K A ,  P A K I S T A N ,  S O U T H E R N  
E U R O P E  ( S P A I N ,  I T A L Y ,  
P O R T U G A L ,  G R E E C E ,  C Y P R U S ,  
M A L T A )

Steph.Scott@canongate.co.uk

A U S T R A L I A  &  N E W  Z E A L A N D

Miranda Van Asch
Allen & Unwin, 83 Alexander St
Crows Nest NSW 2065
Australia
T. (61 2) 8425 0100
MirandaV@allenandunwin.com

S O U T H  A F R I C A

Morné Bam
Penguin Random House South Africa
Block D, Rosebank Office Park
181 Jan Smuts Avenue
Parktown North Gauteng, 2193
South Africa
T. +27 (0)11 3 27 35 50
F. +27 (0)11 3 27 36 60
MBam@penguinrandomhouse.co.za

E A S T  &  W E S T  A F R I C A

Anita Zih
A-Z Africa Book Services
105b Prins Mauritssingel
3043 PE Rotterdam
The Netherlands
Tel +31 (10) 415-4250
Fax: +31 (10) 415 1128
anita.zih@azabs.nl
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